Christina Serra
I am a Cuban-American woman, mother, artist; born April 10th, 1981 in Miami, Florida.  I have lived in WNC for over 20 years now, and I am entirely self-taught.

My main current passions are: needle-felting (wool fiber), watercolors, sewn handbags, woodcarving, and crochet hats and bags.
Needle-felting is like painting a picture. I use carded and dyed wool fibers as my paint, and barbed needles as my brush.  My feltings are multi-subject; the wall hangings usually are nature scenes, and the sculpted figures are people and animals.  I began this craft on the ride home from my first visit from the Animal Fiber Fair at the Agricultural Center in October 2007.
In painting with watercolors, I play with the idea of truth and freedom.  What is to been seen, the exterior, is what I portray in my realistic paintings.  What is hidden beneath, the brave free spirit of life, I express with the usage of bright flowing colors, and balance with a carefully rendered subject.  This began when I dropped myself into a teaching position at the Waynesville Recreation Center, for instructing adult and child art classes, without first knowing how to paint with watercolors.  I used this opportunity to quickly teach myself.  My first piece was of a haflinger pony in the Alps, entitled ‘Lippity Haflinger’ (2007). 

My woodcarvings are small embodiments of my theme of natural mediums and subjects of strong spirit.  I carve sculptures of small spirit animals which fit warmly in one’s hand, and eye-catching wall reliefs.  

